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CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL CENTER
The following letter from Dr. Robert Q. Marston is in reply to issues
raised by Dr. Louis Lasagna in the article entitled, "The Mind and
Morality of the Doctor II. The Physician and the Macrocosm," which
appeared in the April, 1965 (Volume 37, No. 5, pp. 361-378) issue of the
Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine.
"Our Department of Pathology was unfairly charged with unprofessional
conduct in the lay press last year by Dr. David M. Spain. On December 11,
1964, I forwarded to Dr. Ward Darley, Executive Director of the Associ-
ation of American Medical Colleges, and Dr. W. S. Wiggins, Secretary of
the Council on Medical Education and Hospitals, American Medical
Association, a statement refuting these charges. In the April, 1965, issue
of the Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine, Dr. Louis Lasagna repeats
Doctor Spain's charges as 'examples of professional disgrace in Germany
and Mississippi.' I requested a statement from Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, concerning our participa-
tion in the examination of the bodies of the civil rights workers tragically
murdered in Philadelphia, Mississippi, in June, 1964. Mr. Hoover has
authorized me to quote his letter of July 1, 1965.
Your letter of June 26, 1965, and its enclosures have been carefully reviewed
and I can appreciate the concern which prompted you to write.
The autopsy report in question has never been publicly released and since this
matter is still pending in Federal court, I am certain you will ulderstand why
I cannot comment on the details of the autopsy report.
As you mentioned in your letter, I directed personal letters on August 13, 1964,
to members of your faculty and staff who participated in the autopsy. These letters
expressed sincere thanks for the outstanding cooperation and skillful assistance
which the doctors had rendered.
'Actually, the responsibility for the examinations was in the hands of the
court appointed outside pathologist, the FBI, and local law enforcement
officials. Present throughout the examinations were several special agents
from the FBI laboratories in Washington, D. C., who took their own
photographic records and availed themselves of our laboratories to make
certain microscopic and chemical determinations. On August 13, 1964,
Mr. Hoover wrote members of our Department of Pathology as follows:
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your cooperation in
connection with the autopsies performed on the bodies which were identified as the
three missing civil rights workers.
Your assistance certainly contributed to the successful handling of this matter,
and all of us in the FBI want you to know of our deep appreciation.
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'And in another letter:
I have been advised of the invaluable assistance you rendered in connection with
the autopsies performed on the bodies which were identified as the three missing
civil rights workers.
This is indeed a splendid example of the cooperation which law enforcement
agencies need in order to operate effectively. My associates and I deeply appreciate
your help in this matter.
'I trust these sober and forthright statements of the cooperativeness and
effectiveness of our department in aiding the FBI in obtaining full and
complete information will serve to correct the unwarranted false implica-
tions made in this regard. I trust you will be able to publish this letter in
the very near future."
Sincerely yours,
Robert Q. Marston, M.D.
Vice Chancellor and Dean
Dr. Marston's letter was sent to Dr. Lasagna who furnished the
following reply.
"Dr. Marston's letter, and a memorandum from him dated August 11,
indicate that the Federal Bureau of Investigation was satisfied with the co-
operation provided by the University of Mississippi in regard to the post-
mortem examinations on the civil rights workers, and that the University
adopted an 'aggressive policy' of not releasing information to the press.
Certainly nothing in Dr. Spain's remarks or in my article was intended to
incriminate the University of Mississippi per se. Dr. Spain's findings did,
and do, raise the possibility of unethical conduct on the part of one or more
physicians as an explanation for the strange discrepancies between the
actual autopsy findings (one body was never examined beyond excision of
the bullet track until Dr. Spain performed a full autopsy in New York City)
and the newspaper accounts carried in various parts of the country. Unfor-
tunately, legal restrictions seem to prevent candid discussions at this time
and make it difficult for anyone in Mississippi to describe exactly what
happened. Nothing would please me more than to learn that any and all
Mississippi physicians were completely innocent of distorting the truth.
Perhaps one day the complete story will be told."
Sincerely,
Louis Lasagna, M.D.